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U.S. Army’s 
all-out effort 
for Conscription 


66 


3d. 


E have one purpose—to selt 
Universal Military Training to 
the public,” said a U.S. Army Oflicer 
after the opening of the UMT ex- 
perimental camp at Fort Knox. 

In January of this year the War 
Department opened the camp _ to 
demonstrate the conditions 
which conscripted trainees would 
spend their time if Universal Military 
Training was introduced into the U.S. 
“They believe,” says Conscription 
News, “ that the Fort Knox Unit will 
so impress the nation that it will be 


the decisive factor in getting a UMT | 
: | justification for the 
; Rotterdam 


(Conscription) law passed.” 
“ Although the camp is designed 


to prove that compulsory military | 
training would work, every hoy at | y be u 
| atomisation of Greater London or the 


the camp is a volunteer who en- 
listed by choice in the Regular 
Army. No experiment based 


under | 


on | 


willing volunteers is typical of a | 


system which relies on compulsion.” 


The theme of all the publicity is: | ;.4. who subscribe to the 


This camp is different from the 
Recular Army. Better equipment, 
better officers, no swearing, no drink- 
ing, no immorality; better health, 
discipline, education and religion than 
boys could possibly get at home. 
The War Department is sparing 
neither money nor half-truths in the 
campaign. Free air-trips to Fort 


Knox are offered to the leaders of. 


influential organisations in labour, 

-education, religious and other fields. 
TYPICAL DECEPTIONS 

A newspaper is published in con- 

nection with the unit and is distri- 

buted in thousands throughout the 

U.S. <A caption under a picture in 


one issue shows a trainee worshipping points 


| neutrality: unless, indeed, it can be 
ishown that a treaty concluded now 


in a church, presumably on Easter 
Sunday. It reads: “ Indeed tvpical 
of the experimental unit’s religious 
activity, 17-year-old Trainee James 
Beasley is pictured worshipping in a 
church of his own choosing in the 
city of Louisville, Ky.” The truth 


about the picture subsequently leaked | 
“The | 


eut, says Conscription News. 
man who worked on the picture spent 
eight hours in selecting a church 
with a good window where the sun 
would stream in at the right time of 
day; finding some Easter lilies five 
weeks before Easter; getting stands 
for the lilies; picking out photogenic 
trainees; taking six of them to 
Louisville by bus and finding two 
girls with wholesome faces who would 
not be too glamorous and thereby de- 
tract from the trainee who is the 
theme of the picture... .” 

“The result paid good dividends,” 
said the Army Officer whose off-the- 


record exposure got on to the record. 
One large picture in “Life” of Mar 10 
showed a boy with his dog on his bed, a 
hed-side lamp and a personal wireless set; 
a camp officer subsequently admitted that 
dogs are not allowed in the camp and that 
“the pictures were taken after a lamp 


ee had been specially put by the 
ed, 


Knowing that much opposition will 
come from parents, the War Depart- 
ment has appointed Mrs. Arthur 
Woods, formerly deputy director of 
the Women’s Army Corps, as a con- 
sultant and is sending her around the 
country to talk to small groups in 
women’s organisations. In a typical 
letter she asks those interested 
whether they “ would care to see a 
fifteen-minute film called ‘Plan for 
Peace,’” Great emphasis is placed 
on “adequate measures to protect 
ourselves against another war. UMT 
is the measure which will avoid war.” 

In the U.S. today, press, radio and 
public platform give constant evidence 
of the conflict aroused by this issue. 
America values freedom highly—the 
War Department may only just have 
enough money and resources to buy it. 


| prevent war 


NEUTRALITY 


—ATOMIC or OTHERWISE 


HE New Statesman’s London Diarist, generally identified 
with the editor, Mr. Kingsley Martin, observed lately (May 

24) that “If an atomic war came, these vulnerable islanés would 
be completely destroyed in the clash between the hemispheres.” 
He went on to state that “‘ Our only hope is that by atomic 
neutrality we should avoid provoking either side to destroy us 


as an arsenal or as a base.” 


The following week, Mr. Ritchie 


Calder, at the end of a long and impressive discussion of atomic 
war, drew exactly the same conclusion, 


It would be rash to deduce 
that the policy of atomic 
neutrality now represents that 
of the New Staesman itself. 
Nevertheless, in view of the in- 
fluence of this journal, even in 
parliamentary circles, it de- 
serves our careful consideration. 

The first thing that strikes one, 
of course, is its optimism. Can we 
really imagine that any Power— 
Russia, for example, or America— 
would refrain from eliminating a 
Britain allied to its enemy in the 
speediest and most effective way 
possible? We have the evidence of 
two world wars that no paper- 
agreement is respected, if the alter- 
native is the risk of defeat, or even 
a prolongation of the struggle. “ To 
shorten the war,” which was Hitler’s 
destruction of 
and Truman’s for the 
destruction of Hiroshima, would cer- 
tainly be held sufficient to excuse the 


Black Country. 
NO HOPE OF SURVIVAL 


In war-time, it is not only Marx- 
doctrine 
that any means—and that includes 
the violation of agreements—is justi- 
fied by the end of victory. To pre- 
tend otherwise is simply to hide our 


i heads in the sand. 


If atomic neutrality is Britain's 
only. hope of survival, we may as 
well be candid therefore. and con- 
fess that Britain has no hope. 
But another question strikes one: 

why only atomic neutrality? Why 
not neutrality itself? If our 
alliance with either side would mean 
alliance in atomic war; and if our 
participation in atomie war would 
mean the complete destruction of 
these islands, sheer common-sense 
to a policy of outright 


between Britain and America, or 
Britain and Russia, would serve to 
altogether—and this, 
though there is something to be said 
for it, the New Statesman itself is 
certainly the last to claim. 
Neutrality, however, cannot be de- 


WHY WERE 


OUR STATESMEN 
SO OFTEN WRONG? 


HE main conclusion to be 
drawn from the _ recent 
Commons’ foreign affairs de- 
bate is that Russia now 
occupies the place allotted to 
Germany from 1933 until 1945. 
Russia is now the enemy at the 
gate just as she was a century 
ago. i 
In that earlier period Mr. Richard 
Cobden felt that each debate brought 
war appreciably nearer: “ Bellicose 
speeches in the House brought forth 
bellicose replies. These speeches 
caused tension, and after a_ time 
some of the MPs would declare any- 
thing was better than this tension.” 
But although Mr. Cobden was a 
highly popular figure and ridiculed 
the suggestion that the Russians were 
about to land at Yarmouth, the 
Crimean War followed just the same. 
- Public opinion is moulded by these 
debates and the horrible thought 
must arise from past experience as 
to whether the men shaping the de- 
bates see things in their true 
perspective. Are they men capable 
of making sound judgments? 
Henry IV maintained that 
meaning and purpose of all 


the 
good 


F. A. LEA 
Editor of Peace News 


Submits a policy to the consider- 

ation and criticism of non-paci- 

fists in particular. Is it realistic? 
And if not, why not? 


fended as a practical policy for this 
country if it is taken to mean armed 
neutrality. An island which could not 
be saved even by alliance with one 
of the hemispheres, could certainly 
not defend itself on its own, against 
either and still less against both. So, 
if the New Statesman is right in 
thinking that our alliance with 
America or Russia now would not 
serve to prevent war, the only realis- 
tic policy open to us is that of 
neutrality plus disarmament: not 
necessarily absolute disarmament, but 
the abandonment, at least, of all 
weapons and forces over and above 
those required for ordering our terri- 
tories in peace-time. 

Why is this policy never seriously 
considered? Because it involves too 
striking a break with the traditions 
of a Great Imperial Power? But 
obviously, if there were any easier 
way to salvation, it would have been 
taken long ago; it stands to reason 
that a situation so novel as our 
present one must call for novel ex- 
pedients. Or is it because such a 
policy has been canvassed in the past 
only by those who associated it with 
individual conscientious objection to 
war? But the justification for paci- 
fism is to be sought 
in quite other 
directions. 

I am not so san- 
guine as to suppose 
that our neutrality 
would be respected, 
should war break 
out between the 
hemispheres. But 
clearly a neutral, 
disarmed __ Britain 
would stand in no 
greater peril than 
an armed one. And 
what applies to 
Britain applies to 
all the other coun- 
tries of Western 
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Europe. They have nothing to lose by 
disarmament— nothing to lose, but 
their chains. 

On the contrary, they micht have 
much to gain. For, whereas United 
Europe as Churchill (and perhaps 
Truman) conceives it, is bound to 
2ppear, and possibly to be, an anti- 
Soviet bloc, a neutral, disarmed 
Western Europe could not possibly be 
either. Indeed, the diversion of its 
manpower and resources from arma- 
ments to constructive ends would not 
only enable it to “ contain’? Com- 
munism within its own borders, but 
at the same time render it less econ- 
omically dependent upon the U.S. than 
it is at present. 

I think both Russia and America 
would’ willingly guarantee’ the 
neutrality of such a Europe, or 
Britain: if only in recognition of 
the evident fact that neither would 
allow the other to occupy it with- 
out vrecipitating war. , 


A TEMPTATION 


Of course, if the “ provocation” of 
armaments is decisive in stimulat- 
ing aggression, as the London Diarist 
appears to believe, there is no reason 
to suppose that either Russia or 
America would wish to occupy a 
neutral and disarmed neighbour. I 
am not so optimistic as the New 
Statesman; I think a_  defenceless 
country is always a temptation to 
imperialism, unless some third Power 
is manifestly prepared to take up the 
cudgels on its behalf. But I am per- 
fectly certain that if, per imnossible, 
either Russia or America did sit back 
and allow the other to swallow up 
Europe, a continent thus “ peace- 
ably ” occupied would stand a far 
better chance of preserving its culture 
than one first atomised in a_ hope- 
less attempt at armed resistance. 


BIRTHPLACE OF AN IDEA 
The old Danish Manor House at Elsinore, Den- 
mark, where the International People’s College was 


founded (Education for International Life—page 3). 


government was to ensure that every 
peasant had a chicken in his pot. 
Even in our time the prospectuses 
issued by the various ‘politica) parties 
at election times each stress that food, 
clothing and shelter are the ~«pre- 


COMMENTARY 
by 
JOHN SCANLON 


dominant needs of man. The fact 
that each party claims that it is 
likely to succeed in this object and 
others fail does not alter the basic 
fact. 


Only a food council 


WHEN LoN changed its name to 

JUNO and met in London to 
bring peace and balm to a battered 
world, I suggested that all Foreign 
Ministers and diplomats should take 
a rest—that the work of bringing 
succour to a stricken world should be 
left entirely to the World Food 
Council directed by Sir John Boyd 


Orr. Instead, the statesmen pro- 
ceeded to do what every statesman 
has done after every European war: 
they began to draw mew imaginary 
frontier lines,* transferred some 
millions of people and placed them 
under different rulers. They always 
started at the insoluble part of the 
problem instead of saying: “My 
problem is to ensure that every 
peasant will have a chicken in his 
pot.” Two years ago the problem 
for Europe was how to get food, 
clothing and shelter. America now 
says: “We have a plan to provide 
food, clothing and shelter,” and the 
Commons have now swung to the 
view that the one barrier to the plan 
is Kussia. 


Russia’s changed role 
T is just thirteen years since 
Russia was brought into the 
League. Russia, we were assured by 
statesmen on both sides, was bring- 
ing healing on her wings. Now she 
is the disturber of the world’s peace 
—the one enemy to the. free demo- 
,eratic way of life. She is the bar- 
barian at civilisation’s gates. The 
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DRILL-FEVER 


EADERS of PN will recoil in 
anguish from the thought of 
the austere and saintly figure of The 
Editor convulsed with  tooth-ache. 
But even tooth-ache may stimulate 
thought; and as we took our place in 
the silent circle distastefully eying 
Punch, there came back to our mind 
the observation of a certain distin- 
guished psycho-analyst, according to 
whom the sinking feeling (Kierke- 
gaard’s Angst, no doubt) experienced 
in the dentist’s waiting-room is noth- 
ing less than a symptom of Narcis- 
sism: what we anxiously dread is the 
violation of our beauty by the 
dentist’s drill. 

At the time of this remark, we had 
been deterred from suggesting that 
the dammed painfulness of the 
operation might have something to 
do with it, by the certainty that any 
such suggestion would betray Un- 
conscious Fear of Detection. On the 
present occasion, however, a copy of 
The Listener (which had_ evidently 
got mistaken for Punch) prompted us 
to further thought along these lines. 
For here was the latest of a long 
series of books, essays and broad- 
casts on the Psychology of Nazism. 

They began, if we remember 
rightly, even before the War, when 
Dr. William Brown, the Oxford 
psychologist, hailed Hitler as “ the 
greatest therapeutist of a nation.” 
But psychiatry has progressed far 
since then. 
War have revealed how even the 
ablest (German) brains can be in- 
fluenced by Propaganda; and now, 
following the analysis of well- 
screened prisoners, the real nature of 
Nazism has been exposed beyond a 
layman’s cavil. It is a complex of 
paronoia, sadism, masochism and 
father-fixations. 

The evidence for paronoia (or per- 
secution-mania) is particularly con- 
clusive. It is found in the otherwise 
inexplicable persuasion of many 
hundreds of Germans that the victors 
of the First World War had treated 
their nation badly—that they had, in 
fact, dismembered the German State, 
imposed a starvation-blockade after 
the Armistice, subjected Germany to 
all manner of humiliating conditions, 
and would go on doing so unless they 
were forcibly resisted. 

This peculiar delusion, it is agreed, 
cannot be dispelled by rational 
argument. The tendency to 
“ objectivity,” which Hitler inveighed 
against in Mein Kampf as_ the 
national viee of the German people— 
the tendency, that is, to regard 
national policies from a_ super- 
national standpoint—is altogether too 
rare. The question of treatment, in- 
deed, presents a number of consider- 
able difficulties. For instance, the 
aforementioned psycho-analyst showed 
us a series of pictures drawn by one 
of his English patients at various 
stages in his cure, the last of which 
—demonstrating giis complete return 
to normality—depicted the artist 
drilling in the Home Guard: clearly 
the technique applied in this case 
would be most inappropriate to the 
German. 

In fact, since the source of the 
Nazi delusion ean only be traced to 


German home-life, there is perhaps | 


nothing effective we can do about it, 
except see that Germany is turned 
into a none too well padded cell, 
where the patients are free to ex- 
press their neurotic impulses without 
danger to their normal (alias healthy) 
neighbours; and that the next gener- 
ation is reared strictly in accordance 
with the ideology of Freud—for no 
one would dare to suggest that 
Freudism itself might become, on the 
lips of its capable exponents, a 
rationalisation for national  self- 
righteousness, complacency, inertia. .. 

At this point our reverie was cut 
short by the ominous syllables “ This 
way please,” and a wave of Uncon- 
scious Narcissism. 


Investigations during the | 


The 


~ Marshall Doctrine 


by JOHN MIDDLETON MURRY 


Editor of Peace News from 1940-1946 


ENERAL MARSHALL’S request that the European coun- 
tries shall combine in putting forward a plan for the economic 
reconstruction of Europe, on the supposition that U.S. will provide 


the necessary financial backing, 


affair. 

But before we take a dive 
into the complexities, it must be 
put on record that it is the ten- 
tative promise of a new kind of 
international behaviour. What- 
ever misgivings analysis may 
reveal, the plain fact is that the 
U.S. State Department is pre- 
pared for an act of generosity 
towards Europe without prece- 
dent in human affairs. 

But the U.S. State Department is 
not the U.S.; it is much less the U.S. 
than the British Government is Brit- 
ain. A British Government, because it 
is composed of the Parliamentary 
majority, is sure of Parliamentary 
support. The American State De- 
partment is the personal servant of 
the President. It may have to 
function, as it does today, with a 
Congress opposed to the President. 
Genera] Marshall is appealing to the 
nations of Europe to produce a plan 
on which he can make a convincing 
case to Congress and the American 
public. 


THE FIRST SNAG 


Since any such plan, according to 
the views of the State Department 
itself, involves the virtual gift of 
about £1,500 million a year for three 
or four years to Europe, it is an 
idea which will take some “ selling ” 
to the average American citizen. I 
cannot imagine the average Briton 
jumping at its equivalent. That is 
the first snag. 

The second is on the side of 
Europe. The European nations have 
before them the possible offer of an 
enormous amount of ‘dollars (i.e, 
American goods) for the economic re- 
construction of Europe. But what 
does economic reconstruction mean? 


America and Europe are equally 
vague about that. 
Vaguely, the U.S. expects that 


Europe can somehow be made a place 
with which the U.S. can prosperously 
“trade.” The American dollars will 
be devoted to the re-equipment of 
Europe with capital goods—to enable 


The Bruderhof 


pur attention has been drawn to 

the report in Peace News, May 
30th, of the West of England Confer- 
ence on the “ Pacifist answer to the 
challenge of our times.” 

We must confess to a sense of per- 
plexity, combined with a strong feel- 
ing of protest, at the contents of the 
report—perplexity because we fail to 
see how the conference in fact did 
anything at all to clarify the issue for 
which it was called together, but 
spent a good deal of its time hearing 
a strong condemnation of what is, in 
the words of the speaker, an en- 
deavour to put into practice convic- 


"tions held by a number of people, 


“with courage, devotion and loyalty.” 
The convictions of the members of 
the Bruderhaefe are well known to 


' most people who are concerned for a 


“pacifist answer to the challenge of 
our times.” They are, in brief, that 
people should live in peace together, 
they should be prepared to sacrifice 
everything which stands in the way of 
this peaceful, brotherly relationship; 
and because they see the holding of 
provate property to be absolutely 
opposed to the way of Christian love 
they repudiate entirely the right of 
anyone to claim anything for his own. 
Just as vital is the recognition that a 
life of peace and unity means the 
denial by each one of his own self- 
will. This is clearly the teaching of 
Christ, and it is the following-out of 
his teaching which hag brought the 
Bruderhof movement into existence 
and provides the direction for all that 
it undertakes. 

It is because we know that the 
members of the Brudefhof in Para- 


is, in reality, a very complex 


it, primarily, to increase its produc- 
tion of coal, food, and efficient trans- 
port. But what is the ultimate aim? 
That Europe shall be self-supporting, 
with an integrated economy? If so, 
how will that benefit American 
“trade ”? 

What does America want? To 
finance her exports in order to post- 
pone the familiar capitalist crisis of 
over-production; or to rebuild the 
European capacity for production? 
The answer is that she wants both 
these things at the same time: busi- 
ness wants the former, idealism wants 
the latter. But are they really com- 
patible? Must not a co-operative 
Europe geared to a new productivity 
necessarily become a practically closed 
market for American exports? Must 
not the economic crisis which the U.S. 
fears eventually return in a more 
catastrophic form? 


WORTHWHILE RISK 


Perhaps; but the risk is worth it. 
It will take more than four years to 
restore the productive capacity of 
Europe, and who knows what political 
and economic developments may take 
place in Europe by the end of a de- 
cade? Long before that time it will 
be finally settled whether the 
curtain will have become a muslin 
one, or an iron wall. If it has become 
a wall, then the political and economic 
integration of Western Europe will 
have become a necessity. The prob- 
lem of reconciling that integration 
with the American demand for multi- 
lateral trade could conceivably be 
postponed, But will the U.S. allow it 
to be postponed. 

The Observer (June 15) reports 
that the State Department will re- 
quire that “any economic proposals 
for rehabilitating Europe should be 
preceded either by a common 
currency, or the free convertibility of 
currency in as wide an area as 
possible.” If that means (as it 
probably does) that U.S. and Europe 
should have a common currency. it 
means the restoration of the gold 
standard, and the reduction of 
Europe to an economic appanage of 
the U.S. What is more, it is quite 


iron. 


A PRAYER 


HE following prayer helped 


Maurice and me during a time 
when a group of us was going 
through deep waters. I give it to 
you in the hope that it may speak to 
your condition as it did to ours and 
does to mine. 

“For everyone to whom there 
has come a glimpse of the land 
where the visions and the voices 
dwell, for everyone who has delib- 
erately set out in search of 
mastery—mastery of mind, mastery 
of body—most difficult of tasks— 
and true emancipation of spirit, 
we bless Thee. May their number 
greatly increase. Grant that we 
may not grow weary in the way, 
that our footsteps may not slacken 
nor our hearts grow faint. Keep 
us in the true and vital fellowship 
of all those who seek the way of 


Light.” 
MAUD ROWNTREE, 
CORDER CATCHPOOL. 


Joint Treasurers. 


Contributions to HQ Fund since June 13: 
£4 Is. 9d. Year's total to date: £116 5s. 11d. 
Donations to the fund should be sent, marked 
“Headanartera Fund,” to the Treasurers at 
Dick Sheppard House, Endaleigh St., W.C.1. 


certain that Russia will not look at 
any such proposal. y 

That brings us to the question: 
How far is the U.S. serious in invit- 
ing Russia to join in framing the 
European plan? Since the dissolu- 
tion of Unrra American aid has been 
deliberately limited to the “ demo- 
cratic ” countries. Is an attempt now 
being made to make a new approach 
to Russia, leaving the initiative to 
that Western European country 
(namely France) in which the Com- 
munists are most powerful? It is, or 
the face of it, improbable that Russia 
will accede. The political cleavage, 
which grows apace, will be a for- 
midable obstacle to economic co- 
operation. 


THE NEXT MOVE 


But, indubitably, the next move is 
with Europe. Whether Europe is 
capable of framing a concerted plan 
at all; what will be the extent and 
composition of the “ Europe” that 
is so capable; whether Congress will 
consent to implement the plan if it 
is forthcoming—these things are on 
the knees of the Gods. ; 

But some basic facts are plain 
behind the vagueness. If there is 
a plan, it must be based on a 
“ socialistic ” integration of “ Europe.” 
If that were accepted by the ULS., 
it should make possible a rapproche- 
ment between the U.S. and Russia. 
It is more likely that what might 
make it aeceptable to Russia will 
make it unacceptable to the U.S. 


guay have devoted themselves to the 
full implications of all that it means 
to stand for peace and unity in a 
world which is dominated by hate, 
envy and bitterness, that we have the 
strongest feelings of protest against 
what Alan Mister has taken the 


- liberty of reporting for Peace News. 


LLEWELLYN HARRIS. 
For the Society of Brothers. 


Lower Bromden Farm, 
Burwater, Bridgnorth, Salop. 


LETTERS 


Soviet policy 


I AM a little at a loss to under- 

stand Edward Smith’s letter in 
PN, June 13. I’m not certain the 
British mind does “almost exclus- 
ively ‘pick on’ Russia.” His own 
letter hardly bears out the point— 
although I realise he does say 
“almost exclusively.” 

It is not, I fear, America’s posses- 
sion of the atom bomb which is re- 
sponsible for the Soviet policy. It 
started before that, as for example 
her attack on Finland and alliance 
with Hitler. It ds something far 
deeper and dangerous. 

If he means we, as pacifists, should 
not exalt the (U.S.A. above the 
U.S.S.R. and that both should be 
severely criticised from the_ pacifist 
standpoint, then I vote for him. But 
if he means we are to be more appeas- 
ing to the Soviet totalitarianism, my 
vote goes against him. 

It is part of our job, I feel, to 
oppose bad politics and economics 
wherever they manifest themselves— 
beginning at home. Part of our job 


I say, for opposition alone will not 
secure the positive attitude and action 
necessary for peace. 

KEITH C. TREACHER. 


35 Silverdale Road, 
Hove 4, Sussex. 


Three ages of Russia 


MAY I commend the letter by Dior 

Byngham? He puts his finger 
on the real root of all modern war— 
the monetary system and its evil off- 
spring the octopus of Internationar 
Finance. I am now waiting to read 
in “Peace News” an appreciation of 
the logical consequence of this dictum 
as applied to the 1939-45 conflict. 


Russia was once a tribe led by 
“bloody baboons”: then they became 
an army of crusaders behind that “ old 
war-horse” Marshal Stalin. Now 
today it is a country peopled by sub- 
human “ mutations ’’! 

When shall we learn from history ? 

S. ESSEX NEAL. 


249 Cottingham Road, 
Kingston-upon-Hull. 


“ATOM BOMBS 
ARE AN ACT OF GOD” 


—vide press—as quoted by 
Insurance Company. 
You can’t insure against an atom 
bomb, 


God’s underwriters never would 
accept it. 

Man may propose, with infantile 
aplomb, 

But God_ disposes—does, in fact 
reject it! 


PHYLLIS VALLANCE. 


EDUCATION FOR 


EFORE the war many paci- 


fists had heard of or 
visited the International 
Peoples’ College at Elsinore, 


Denmark. Few people in 
Britain realise that this bold 
experiment in post-graduate 
international education has not 
only survived the war, but 
actually gained _ renewed 
strength from it. 


While foreign travel is still out of 
the reach of many people, it is essen- 
tial that  internationalists should 
make the fullest use of such facili- 
ties as exist for meeting together, 
upon almost neutral ground, for dis- 
cussion of outstanding problems of 
world government. It is encouraging 
to find that entrance to this unique 
college does not depend upon exam- 
inations of academic prowess, and 
that the inclusive fees are normally 
less than two pounds per week. 

The College—or as the Danes call 
it, the Internationale Hojskole—is set 
geographically at the crossroads of 
Northern Europe. It lies one mile 
above Hamlet’s castle of Kronborg 
at Elsinore, and from the gates one 
can look down the road and across 
the Straits of Oresund to Halsingborg 
in Sweden, only twenty minutes 
voyage by ferry. 


THE FOUNDER 


Peter Manniche founded the 
College in 1921 and is still the prin- 
cipal. While in the army during the 
first Great War he sought in his mind 
for a way to increase international 
understanding. This and many 
poignant books and articles from his 
pen are the answer. 

The spirit of the College is founded 
upon the Grundvigan Folk High- 
School, and it started in the limited 
confines of a beautiful old Danish 
Manor house, butyso successful has 
it been in its purpose that pleasant 
new buildings have arisen around the 
old house, which is still the adminis- 
trative centre. Around the buildings 
are informal gardens, a lake teeming 
with many-hued fish, playing fields 
and orchards. Two farms attached 
to the organisation emphasise the 
universality of the earth, and ensure 
a ready source of good food. 

With the traditional kindliness of 
Denmark towards strangers and the 
national accent upon co-operation as 
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Denmark’s famous contribution to World under- 
standing - the International People’s College - is 
described in this article, sent from Elsinore, by 


FRANCIS P. 


one of the highest ideals in life, there 
is abundant encouragement for those 
whose nerves have been torn by 
strife to get together and thrash out 
knotty problems of international re- 
lationships without the risk of serious 
fireworks, and for fresh faith in man- 
kind to develop. 

Few pacifists in the PPU sense of 
the term come to the College—it 
would be a good thing if they did. 
Most of those who come are Univer- 
sity students, professional and work- 
ing men and women seeking a few 
months’ holiday and an opportunity 
to use the time constructively, those 
waiting to be called for military ser- 
vice, and those who require a know- 
ledge of foreign languages. 

Often during the winter term— 
when Scandinavia had the worst 
winter in memory—there was no heat- 
ing because the hoarded fuel supply 
ran out, and Denmark has no coal. 
Despite that and the fact that many 
nationals still have to get permits to 
leave their countries —a_ restrictien 
that Britishers are fortunately spared 
—135 students from France, Holland, 
Finland, Sweden, Norway, England, 
Scotland, America, Denmark, Czecho- 
slovakia, Poland, Estonia, Lithuania 


THOMSON 


and Hungary met together for a three 
months’ course of study of  inter- 
national affairs and languages. The 
great effort made by nearly all to 
work in unity would have convinced 
the most die-hard military strategist 
of the alternative possibillities for 
the world. 


JUNIOR SECTION 


A junior section of the College was 
started just before the war, but until 
recently has been used by the Danish 
Red Cross for refugee children. This 
summer there is to be a series of 
fortnightly camps for young people 
of all lands between the ages of 14- 
18, where they can get together and 
learn about each other. One fancies 
that these camps will be more in- 
formative than.the pre-war Geneva 
International Junior Summer School. 

Between the terms at the College 
there is a rich variety of short 
courses designed for those who wish 
to use their vacations for becoming 
up-to-date on the international scene, 
and guest lecturers of repute stay on 
from the summer term to participate 
in these courses, 


With the seat of UNO across the 
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INTERNATIONAL LIFE 


Atlantic, it is very essential to have 
some such place as Elsinore for 
European _ internationalists. Many 
British people who used to attend the 
League of Nations Assembly every 
year at Geneva might well consider 
making a yearly pilgrimage to this 
College—-at least until the overcrowd- 
ing on the Atlantic route has eased; 
even so they will find more constant 
progress in the striving towards world 
harmony than in America. 


One fervently hopes that the State 
Education Authorities of other coun- 
tries will be sufficiently big-hearted 
to aid practical pacifists in making 
similar contributions to solving the 
problems of world neighbourliness, 
so that a chain of International 
Peoples’ Coileges may one day span 
the world. 


At Elsinore the Danish State 
Education Authority makes no dis- 
tinction in subsidising the studies 
of nationals or foreigners, nor does 
it limit the time of studies. Surely 
that is the highest example of in- 
ternational democracy in education. 
One looks forward to the day when 

it will be the,common thing in Britain 
as it is at present in Sweden or Den- 
mark for those who have had some 
years in a career to go back to study 
the art of life at a Peoples’ College 
—but with the distinction that at an 
International Peoples’ College it will 
be possible to study the means of 
obtaining the universal love by which 
men must live. 


Peter Manniche (standing), the founder of the International People’s College, with a Czechoslovakian- 


British-Swedish-Dutch Study Group. 


Christi 
TISttans 
¢ I HAVE read,” says Mrs. Chap- 
man, “of a certain regiment 
ordered to march into a small town 
(in the Tyrol, I think) and take it. 
It chanced that the place was settled 
by a colony who believed the Gospel 
of Christ, and proved their faith by 
their works. A courier from a neigh- 
bouring village informed them that 
troops were advancing to take the 
town. They quietly answered, ‘if 
they will take it, they must.’ — F 

“Soldiers soon came, riding in 
with colours flying, and pipes piping 
their shrill defiance. 

“They looked round for an enemy. 
and saw the farmer at his plough, the 
blacksmith at his anvil, and the 
women at their churns and spinning 
wheels. Babies crooned to hear the 
music, and boys ran out to see the 
pretty trainers with feathers and 
bright buttons, the harlequins of the 
nineteenth century! 

“Of course, none of these were in 
a proper position to be shot at. 


who would 


“«Where are your soldiers?’ they 
asked. 

“© We have none,’ was the reply 

“*But we have come to take the 


town.’ 

“Well, my friehds, it lies before 
you.’ 

“But is there nobody here to 
fight?’ ‘No, we are all Christians!’ 

“Here was an emergency alto- 
gether unprovided for by the military 
schools. This was a sort of resist- 
ance which no bullet could hit; a 
fortress perfectly bomb-proof. 

“The Commander was pecteany 
perplexed. ‘If there is nobody to 
fight with, of course we can't fight,’ 
said he. ‘It is impossible to take 
such a town as this.’ So he ordered 
his horses heads to be turned about, 
and they carried the human animals 
out of the village as guiltless as they 
entered. and perchance somewhat 
wiser. This experiment—on a smal! 
scale—indicates how easy it would be 
to dispense with armies and navies, 


—~ = —— 


not fight 


if men only had faith in the religion 
which they profess.” 

How trite the Commander's words, 
“If there is nobody to fight with, of 
course,wwe can’t fight.” 

“Resist not him that is evil,” suys 


Jesus. Here we have “the mind of 
Christ.” St. Paul calls it “ the sound 
mind.” War is imbecility; pacifism is 
sanity. 


REV. EDWIN FOLEY. 


Words of Peace ~- No. 214 
COMMON FAITH 


No true society exists without 
common faith and common purpose, 
politics are theiy application, religion 
gives their principle Where this 
common faith is not, the mere will of 
the majority means permanent in- 
stability and the oppression of the 
rest. 

—Mazzini. 


et Oe a | 
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U.S. WAR RESISTERS’ CONFERENCE 


Neither appeasement nor 

toughness will resolve 

Russo-American deadlock 
TOTAL PACIFISM THE ONLY POLICY 


“A 


DETERMINED drive for disarmament and the universal abandon- 
ment of conscription by the liberty-loving peoples of the world would 


do more to. modify the aggressive ruthlessness of communism than any 
other conceivable policy,” declared Dr. Evan W. Thomas, Chairman of the 
American War Resisters’ League at the opening session of the League’s 
18th Annual Conference, held on June 7 and 8 at Camp Goodwill, Butler, 


New Jersey. 

“Only when the fear of armed 
violence diminishes, can people begin 
.to think intelligently about their own 
needs and plan for a better world.” 
_ Dr. Thomas, a conscientious ob- 
jector in both World War I and II, is 
at present Associate Professor of 
Medicine at New York University. 
The War Resisters League was 
founded in the U.S. in 1923 as a group 
of men and women who oppose all 
war and is part of the War Resisters’ 
International, with Headquarters in 
England and members in some 68 
countries. 


Obvious steps 


The subject for discussion at the 
Gonierence was : “ How should the US 
meet the challenge of the USSR?” 
Dr. Thomas's opening address was 
followed by one from Professor Scott 
Nearing, Teacher, Economist, Farmer 
and Editor of World Events. He re- 
minded the conference that there 
were certain obvious steps that she 
US could and should take to meet the 
Russian challenge. The US should: 


1. Adopt the planning technique. This will 
Necessitate the social ownership of the 
essential social tools, instruments ani 


institutions. 

Augment social income, and distribute it 
impartially. 

Co-ordinate the Americans as a unit of 
the new gociety. 

Emphasize the world-aspect of every inter- 
national problem. 

Aim toward the economic and social de- 
centralisation, political localism and broad- 
ened social opportunity. 


“Tf the USSR represents the at- 

tempt of a segment of the human 
race to set up a new social pattern to 
replace an out-moded one, it is folly to 
uphold the disintegrating pattern. 
Wisdom demands that an attempt be 
made to make the best use of the 
existing possibilities, under the con- 
ditions ot the present-day socral set- 
up. 
In a later session Dr. George W. 
Hartmann, Professor of Psychology 
at Columbia University pointed out 
the moral responsibility of every 
American for the current pattern ot 
international relations since even the 
least intiuential person in that imiper- 
fect political democracy could influ- 
ence the course of public affairs, an 
impossibility in a gross tyranny like 
Russia. ‘The concluding session of 
the conference on Sunday arternoon 
had for its theme “ What then should 
our programme be?” and was ad- 
dressed by the Rev. A. J. Muste, 
Secretary of the American beliowship 
of Reconciliation who will soon be 
visiting this country. 


Belligerent statements 


ao mw 


and sin of atomic and biological war 
and to offer its vast resources to help 
build the good life for its own people, 
the Russians, and all others, could 
take the moral leadership of the world 
over night. It would offer the Rus- 
sian people a reaf alternative to the 
dictatorship which now  oppresses 
them. It would save civilization. 
“ To suggest, then, anything less than 
this revolutionary alternative will 
amount to practising a cruel deception 
on the peoples of the world.” 


RAYMOND 


Secretary of the International Christian Party. 


HESE two volumes* open 
- with a sort of tragic over- 


ture: the account of the 
author’s youth, hopelessly 
darkened by his father’s 


tyranny and the absence of 
kindness, peace and faith at 
home, a misfortune to which an 
accident added the torment of 
physical deformity. 

M. Raymond Marcand, with that 
bewildering lack of self-consciousness 
one usually finds in the confessions of 
saints, then tells us how, his passion 
for a woman being left without re- 
sponse, he finally, after having over- 
ceme suicidal temptations, decided to 
consecrate his whole life to becoming 
a true servant of Christ. Indeed, he 
ebviously was left no other alterna- 
tive and saw in it the finger of God. 


The glorious translation 


The very frankness of all these 
gtatements has in itself something 
disarming and shows once more that 
frustration and poorness can be made 
into hope and strength by those to 
whom the Sermon on the Mount 
means the glorious translation of an 
otherwise undecipherable and desper- 
ately hard destiny into the language 
of spirit. 

Slowly reconquering faith, Raymond 
Marcand became a violent eonscien- 
tious objector, sustaining his new-be- 
lief by reading the pacifist declara- 
tions of the English Friends 
(Quakers) as well as by undertaking 
a fresh study of the Gospels on his 


He considered that not_even on the | own. This led him to face critically 
eve of the war against Germany and) the theological foundations of the 


Japan had responsible American 
spokesmen made such belligerent and 
provocative statements as those they 
are making about Russia today. 
Political and military leaders in ‘“ Off 
the record’ talks made no efort to 
hide the fact that current American 
foreign policy was based on the as- 
sumption that war with Russia was 
inevitable within three to ten years. 
“So far from stopping Russia and 
communism,” said A. J. Muste, “ this 
policy of violence solidifies the Rus- 
sian people behind the abominable 
Stalinist dictatorship. It ranges the 
United States in Greece, Turkey, 
China and elsewhere behind the mili- 
tarists and reactionaries. At home it 
means conscription of boys and of 
educational research, industry, labour 
and agriculture. ; 
“Appeasement of the Russian 
regime, while fundamentally clinging 
to power politics and reliance on mili- 
tary force is also completely worth- 
less. Violence and appeasement both 
lead surely to the hell of atomic war. 
The only hope is for the United States 
to replace the policy of total war with 
the policy of total pacifism. An 
America which had the moral insight 
and foresight to abandon the methods 


Roman Catholic Church— he was 
baptized a Roman Catholic—and he 
now proceeds in his book to a highly 
strategical charge against that 
powerful institution. 

Cramming the pages with quota- 
tions—they make out three quarters 
of the two volumes altogether—col- 
lected among the writings of worldly 
and theological authorities such as 
St. Thomas Aquinas, Napoleon, Vol- 
taire, Milton, Fénelon, Goethe, Wil- 
fred Monod, Ducatillon and innumer- 
able others, he uses them like artil- 
lery pieces to support his fight and 
strengthen his positions, until there 
is hardly anything left but ruins. 

He accuses the Churches, Catholic 
and Protestant, of indulging narrow 
patriotisms and of thus abandoning 
the true evangelical spirit of peaceful 
brotherhood without consideration of 
earthly and geographical boundaries. 
He jubilates in relating the victories 
of Anglicanism and Gallicanism as 
far as they meant defeating the 


*Raymond Marcand: Mes Temoignages a la 
Cause de Christ, Roi dea Nations et Prince 
de la Paix (2 vol., 610 p., 200 francs, pub- 
lished by the author, 3 Rue Regis, Bor- 
deaux, France). 


A FRENCH PACIFIST 


MARCEL OPPENHEIMER 
reviews the newly published work of his compatriot 


FRENCH OFFICER TEARS OFF 
GERMAN WAR RESISTERS’ BADGE 


French pacifist’s tribute to German C.O.s 
q il OW many times have French conscientious objectors heard 


the criticism, ‘ That’s all 


very well, but it’s to the Ger- 


mans that you ought to be preaching your ideas.’ ” 
In a recent number of “ Au Service de la Paix,” a French 


pacifist, Pierre Martin, answers 
words: 

“T am just back from Ger- 
many, where I have been work- 
ing in an IVSP team. To say 
that the work of bringing 
together different nationalities, 
and dispelling misunderstand- 
ings born out of the occupation, 
has been fruitful, is unnecessary 
for anyone familiar with the 
direct method employed by the 
Service. What I want to speak 
of here is the German pacifist 
movement. 


MARCAND 


Catholic Church, as though the defeat 
of the Catholic Church had not been 
followed in France by that 
“Jaicisme ” in which Raymond Mar- 
cand himself sees the devil’s wore, | 
not less, by the way, than in all the, 
existing Churches, which he merely 
qualifies as “ satanic.” 

Still, inspired by an unquenchable 
thirst for Peace and Love and by an 
idealism unwilling to admit the 
slightest concession to facts as such, 
well protected as they may appear by 
the prestige of centuries-old tradi- 
tions, he stubbornly and courageously 
keeps to, his pure convictions and 
declares: “I am not a Frenchman but 
merely “ French.” Citizen = of 
righteously indivisible Humanity, I 
am an a-nationalist.” He objects to 
accomplishing his military duties and 
goes to prison, suffering great hard- 
ships. 

He is startled by the lack of under- 
standing for his absolutism and ob- | 
stinate determination not to mingie 
with any activity that means serv- 
ing worldy powers, unfaithful to 
Truth, instead of the kingdom of God. 
“The Reformed, like the Catholics,” 
he writes, “partake in the errers of 
Paulinism and Augustinism.” 

Raymond Marcand’s ideas, though 
uttered without any humour but 
rather prophetical violence, in cer- 
tain respects remind us of Bernard 
Shaw’s preface to ‘“ Androcles and | 
the Lion,” that is to say, he, too, 
maintains that officially taught 
christianism, since and including St. 
Paul’s own interpretations, eften 
means the opposite of Jesus’ genuine 
thought or, at least, uses Jesus’ doc- 
trine in a spirit amazingly different 
frem his. 

And so, forgetful of his earlier 
stated conviction, that no true 
Christian could support any “ party ” 
whatsoever, he, at the end of his 
second volume, invites “ Christians of 
all confessions’? to join the newly 
created International Christian 
Party whose secretary he is. Its 
programme asks for putting into 
practice the evangelical law of Love 
in every domain of public life, 
Justice, Religion, Politics, Economics 
and Education. (Esperanto teaching 
is most strongly emphasized.) 

Though it must be said clearly that 
the best among us always tried and 
still try to live that ideal, within or 
beyond or in opposition to the 
officially constituted religious com- 
munities, the fact that so little Unity | 
has been achieved up to this day 
ought to induce all those who earn- 
estly mean what they want, to pay 
fullest attention to that newly created 
International Christian Party, which 
seems to be nothing less than a bold 
attempt to put an end to cowardly, 
or simply unconscious, 
and to give Love and Peace a new 
chance against the destructive and 
ebstructive powers at work. 


compromise ; 


this criticism in the following 


“We knew that 
pacifists, although terribly  perse- 
cuted by the Nazis, had survived. 
What we did not know was that they 
had still to suffer the victimisation 
of the occupying authorities. But 
one had had the War Resisters’ badge 
torn from him by a French officer; 
another had had an English book— 
showing the horrors of war, which he 
had preserved right through the Nazi 
regime at the risk of his life—con- 
fiscated. And as for those who had 
awaited the hour of their deliverance 
in concentration camps, counting on 
the victors to use their power for the 
moral and material disarmament of 
Germany, they could weep for sheer 
disillusion. 

“ They will quickly learn that 
there is a herd-instinct among 
wolves, that the militarist spirit 
knows no frontiers when it comes 
to tolerating pacifists. That is 
clearly shown by the fact that, for 
a German pacifist to display the 
emblem of the broken riffe is re- 
garded as an act of provocation by 
the military authorities. 


Recognition at last 


some German 


“All the more joy was it, there- 
fore to be present at the official 
reunion of the first German group of 
the War Resisters’ International at 
Freiburg, just where we happened to 
be. For in the course of that moving 
little ceremy, attended by C.0.s who 
in four different countries had 
suffered in camps and prisons for re- 
fusing to enlist, in the hope of once 
more testifying to the brotherhood of 
mankind, notice was received of the 
official authorisation of the War Re- 
sisters—received (what an irony!) on 
Military Government notepaper.” 


Ten Years Ago 


From Peace News, June 26, 1937 
Herr Hitler in “Mein Kampf” is 
quite outspoken :— 


so -in war humanitarianism con- 


sists in executing it with the ut- 
most possible rapidity, and as a 
consequence, the most brutal 
methods are the most humani- 
tarian.” 


We know where we are. Herr Hit- 
lar merely says openly what the 
English Government is a little shame- 
faced about. But everybody knows 
quite well that Herr Hitler’s principle 
is the principle upon which we are 
going _to act. English Christiang 
know it just ag well as anyone else, 


—J. Middleton Murry. 


“TI predict that the working men 
and women of the world will not for 
ever be content to stand by while 
civilized living is sacrificed on the 
altar of armaments. Not for much 
longer will they be willitg to forge 
the means of their own enslavement 
and their own destruction.” 


So spoke Mr, McGrady, of the U.S. 
Government, at Geneva recently dur- 
ang the general discussion on the 
report of the Director of the Inter- 
national Labour Office. 


War damage claims, repairs and 
renovations: all types of work 


undertaken 
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MUSIC AND DRAMA 


Edited by ROGER PAGE 


BOOK OF THE FILM 


OCIOLOGY OF FILM, by 

J. P. Mayer (Faber) is an 
important book because it deals 
interestingly and _ intelligently 
with one of the most significant 
factors in our present civilisa- 
tion. The first sentence of the 
book states bluntly the chal- 
lenge: “It is by now a common- 
place that more than fifty per 
cent. of the inhabitants of this 
country—children, adolescents, 
and adults alike—attend cinema 
performances once or twice a 
week (or even more often).” 


That this is a challenge, and not 
merely a statement of fact, is clear to 
me at least; no responsible person can 
shrug shoulders about the cinema. 
PPU groups might do worse than 
study the phenomenon, using as a 
basis this book and some of the others 
mentioned in its useful bibliography, 
then attempting to postulate solutions 
for a serious problem. 


THE REAL MEAT 


The real meat of this book is in its 
documentation. (The earlier chap- 
ters I thought wordy and pretentious 
and likely to be skipped by those 
mainly interested in the modern 
cinema.) The author has used as a 
basis essays and questionnaires from 
children and from adult readers of The 
Picturegoer. To begin with he had the 
co-operation and backing of Mr. Rank, 
but “in June 1945 Mr. Rank and 1 
agreed to part from each other. We 
did not quarrel; ....” Toa nasty 
mind like my own this immediately 
raises the suspicion that there was 
something of the nature of a quarrel 
—and this would scarcely be surpris- 
ing considering that Mr. Rank and all 
he stands for comes in for some 
vigorous, even caustic, criticism from 
the author. The cinema magnate 
who could subsidise the collectionand 
dissemination of the evidence and con- 
clusions contained in this book would 
be a paragon, nay an unnatural mon- 
ster, of impartiality. 


Professor Mayer rightly gives pro- 
minence to the cinema clubs, those 
Saturday morning orgies which have 
become so normal a feature of child- 
ren’s life. He refers to the astonish- 
ing confession of the chief of the 
Odeon Cinema Clubs that he sees only 
a small percentage of the films which 
he books to the circuits as being suit- 
able for these children’s shows, and, 
going on from that point, through the 
various evidences he has collected, 
states categorically his conclusion 
that ‘children’s cinema clubs ought to 
be terminated.’ What the school 
builds up during the week, says Pro- 
fessor Mayer, may be entirely nullified 


on Saturday morning. This is a possi- 
bility which only extreme critics of 
our educational system can view with 
equanimity, but this book makes it 
seem frighteningly probable. 

It is on this problem of the effect 
of the cinema on children that Mayer 
writes most interestingly and, one 
suspects, with most feeling, asserting 
that “ children under seven should not 
go to the cinema at all.” He writes 
among other things, of the pernicious 
psychological effects of the tilm 
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serial; and he knows children, their 
likes and_ dislikes. Parenthetically, 
it is surprising that he repeats a com- 
mon fallacy about the Disney films; 
one of his suggestions is for arrange- 
ments for the release of newer films 
to children, especially the Disney 
ones. But it is unsound to suggest 
that these films are automatically 
suitable for children; some of them 
are grossly unsuitable. 

The book’s heroes are in the sec- 
tions about children: I like the fad 
who, bored by educational nature films. 
said he “didn’t know nature was so 
jolly slow,” and the girl who com- 
mented on the “ flodrless production ” 
of Pygmalion; and I sympathise with 
the children who “very clearly and 
loudly hissed” a film showing the de- 
velopment of girls’ underwear. 


CINEMA HABITS 


That children have unwise cinema 
habits is hardly their own fault; no 
such plea can be made for the 
grown-ups, who come off just as badly 
in this examination. Fortunately we 
are not all as hopeless as the Irish 
farm labourer here referred to, whose 
ambition it is to get to Hollywood and 
propose to divorcee Deanna Durbin, 
nor so pitiable as the doctor—yes the 
doctor—who wrote that 

“films of the beautiful open-air, semi-nudes, 

glamourised sex affairs . . . have almost 

persuaded me to escape from professional 
work .. . travel and have amorous adven- 
tures.” (Yet how admirable a PPU Com- 
mittee member he would make, for he adds: 
“Finance and discretion prevailed’’). 


And what of this from a youth 


(on the films as a means of creating 
a responsive attitude): 
“IT generally pick the 
with this point in mind... 
emotional state can he regulated and used 
to what may be either advantage or d's- 

advantage.” 


Verb sap, I think! 


Here, briefly, are some of the asser- 
tions of Professor Mayer: That the 
films do not develop the personality 
and that this excuse for attendance is 
quite unjustified. That the majority 
of films nowadays are pernicious to 
our nervous systems. On this he 
says, gravely, promising further evid- 


ence in a second volume: 

“From the evidence I have collected I 
am inclined to believe that there ig hardly 
one grown-up person under forty-five in 
this country who has nat had an experience 
of shock, fright, terror or nightmare caused 
by a film in his early youth.” 


NOT CONSTRUCTIVE 


Unfortunately, although Professor 
Mayer's criticisms are convincing, his 
constructive proposals are far less so. 
He puts his faith in some form of 
State control; if food is bad, he says, 
the State’s machinery is ample to deal 
with the situation—thus entirely by- 
passing the fact tnat, whereas bad- 
ness in food can _be_ more-or-less 
measured by formula, it is far less 
easy to determine what is a ‘bad’ 
film, either morally or artistically. ‘1 
am inclined to believe ’ says Mayer in 
his favourite phrase ‘that only a 
State censorship of films would ensure 
a high standard of quality—social and 
artistic’—an optimistic statement 
which can be completely -demolished 
by ten minutes ‘examination of the 
theatre, which has a_long history of 
just such a censorship. Nor is his 
alternative to the Children’s Cinema 
Clubs menace likely to be any more 
acceptable to large numbers of people 
including myself), his idea being 
that the Ministries of Information and 
Education (what bedfellows!) should 
combine to form a children’s film pro- 
duction unit. 

But why should I continue? Read 
and study this book for yourself—buy 
it if possible, for it is essentially a 
book to keep by you and give time to. 
It is a pity.that the quite unnecessary 
illusfrations were included; not only 
because this kind of book does not 
need such artificial dressing-up, but 
also -because their omission would 
have made possible a cheaper price or 
the inclusion of a film-title index 
which, surprisingly, the book has not 
been given. 


movies we attend 


) RENOUNCE WAR AND! WILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 


This pledge, signed by each member, is 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. Send 
YOUR pledge to 


P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 
Dick Sheppard House, Endaleigh St., WC! 
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“SAFE AND SOUND’’ 


‘News from isolated China 
medical team 


MESSAGE picked up by an 
Associated Press listening 
station in San Francisco on May 7 
| gave the first news since the fall of 
Yenan of the Friends’ Service Unit 
which had retired with the retreating 
Communist forces. 


It reported Dr. Peter Early, who 
is leader of the medical team, as say- 
ing that they were “safe and 
' sound.” 


The team assisted in the evacuation 
of the International Peace Hospital 
at Yenan with related medical facili- 
ties and is assumed to be doing 
mobile field work in North Shensi 
province. 


In addition to Dr. Early, the team ig come 
posed of the following members: Dr. Douglas 
Clifford, of New Zealand; Jack Dodds, labor- 
atory technician from Toronto, Canada; Mar- 

| Zaret Stanley, nurse from Oskaloosa, Iowa; 
Elizabeth Hughes, nurse from England: Erie 
Hughes, X-ray technician, from England; and 
Frank Miles, medcial mechanic, from Salem, 
Oregon, 


Sentence suspended after 
Court Martial’s error 


HARRY HARRISON'S sentence of 


two years detention has been 
suspended and he has been granted 
ten days’ leave. As yet the Secre- 
tary of State for War has not replied 
to Fenner Brockway’s request that 
the rest of Harry Harrison’s sentence 
should be remitted (PN May 23). 
The next stage of the protracted 
effort to establish Harrison’s claim to 
be considered as a_ conscientious 
objector promises to be a vital one, 
reports the CBCO. 


PPU Journal for July 


LL who take PPU _ Journal, 
whether by direct subscription 

or through a local group or distribu- 
tor, are asked to note that the July 
number will be posted to them per- 
sonally from Dick Sheppard House, 
providing their names are amongst 
those on PPU’s “ live” members file. 


If ygu do not receive a copy within 
the next few days please write at 
once to your usual supplier and one 
will be sent. Distributors and group 
secretaries should let us know as soon 
as possihle how many copies are re- 
quired, together with the names and 
addresses of those who have asked for 
them. 

Many Peace News readers will receive the 
Journal for the first time. This lively little 
magazine about the activities and projecta of 
PPU deserves the support of every pacifist. 
Subscriptions (2s. 6d. to the end of the year) 


will be weleomed at Peace Newa Office, $ 
Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 
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1847-1947 : The_end of an era 


COMMENTARY CONTINUED 


men making the speeches to prove 
that Russia is the barbarian at the 
gate are precisely the men who had 
already persuaded us that Russia’s 
entry “into the League would save 
civilisation. Sir John Simon, Foreign 
Secretary, believed Russfa’s entry 
into the League would secure peace 
in Europe; Mr. Eden said: “ His 
Majesty’s Government cordially wel- 
come the admission of so powerful a 
State.” 

Our statesmen cannot have it 
every way. If Communism is_in- 
herently bad today, it was equally 
bad in 1934. If it was considered 
good statesmanship in 1919 to get 
Germany on her feet in order to stem 
the tide of Bolshevism, it could hardly 
be considered good statesmanship to 
sweep Germany off her feet in 1945. 
The record of events gives us grounds 
for doubting whether our statesmen 
really are as’ clever as they would 
like us to believe. A reading of their 
speeches only strengthens our con- 
viction that Lord Melbourne was 
right when he said we never profited 
from experience. 

In this connection it will be well 
to remember that it is only two 
years since the end of the last war. 
Another five years will have served 
to blunt the edge of memory, and if 
the debates continue we may expect 
even before the end of five years to 
hear some statesman say: “ Anything 
is better than this tension.” The 
remedy for tension is always more 
tension, and after victory more dis- 
appointment. Remembrance of the 
happy results which were expected to 
flow from victory in 1918 and in 1945 
forces me to the conclusion that our 
statesmen are capable of reaching 
wrong judgments; as seers and 
visionaries they leave something to 
be desired. 


Labour’s dilemma 


T is unfortunate that the Labour 

Government should be compelled 
to take up its normal work of 
establishing a Socialist Common- 
wealth of the World at this juncture. 
Equally unfortunate, perhaps, that as 
events have turned out the Govern- 
ment should be obliged to seek the 
aid of the strongest capitalist country 
in the world against the Socialist 
sixth of the world. The dilemma in 
which the Government finds itself is 
largely due to thexfact that it had 
forgotten that the first step in 
establishing a Socialist World Com- 
monwealth is to ensure that every 
peasant should have a chicken in his 
pot. Instead of a policy based on this 
simple and fundamental fact, the 
Labour Party chose in 1934 to depart 
from it, and in its place to substitute 
something called Collective Security. 

This was a complete departure 
from every tenet of Socialist faith 
and doctrine as propounded by the 
first International in 1846, and in- 
deed, propounded by the Labour 
Party itself in 1933. In that year 
the Party agreed unanimously “ to 
Jaunchs vigorous propaganda against 
war preparations.” By 1934 it had 
also agreed that a Labour Govern- 
ment should grant armed support 
to the League of Nations. 


Russian strategy 


W EMARKABLY enough, the card 
™ placed on the table for the 
change of policy was Russia’s admis- 
sion to the League. In the 1934 de- 
bate at Southport, Mr. Arthur 
Henderson said: 

“(Russia has been fnfluenced only by a 
strong desire to assist in stabilising the 
neace of the world. Mav I remind the 
Conference that Stalin, a few months ago, 
made this statement: ‘The Lengue may 
be in a position to hinder the business of 
war and help to further the cause of peace.’ 
There I think you have the inwardness of 
this latest move.” 


Russian doctrine and Russian 
strategy—the same today as in 1934 


Censultations by appointment 


_TOM KEELL WOLFE 


Registered Naturopath 


Graduate of Edinburgh School 
Natural Therapeutics 


Promenade, Cheltenham, 


of 


21 Glos. 


Published from 8 Blackatock Road, London, 
N.4 by ‘Peace Newa” Ltd. Printed by 
Clifford Printing Co. (T.U.), London, N.16. 


—was laid down at the Ninth Con- 
gress of Russian Soviets in May 1920. 
That Congress decreed that so long 
as the world was ruled by Imperial- 
ist Powers the Soviet Union would 
never be free from attack. The 
declaration was made whilst Russia 
was still cleaning up the attacks of 
Allied Interventionists. That war of 
intervention, plus the Hitler attack on 
Russia, is ample proof for the 
Russians that the policy laid down in 
1920 was a correct one. 


Unreliable guides 


JAVENTS prove that men immersed 

in the higher flights of states- 
manship are not always reliable 
guides. If their judgment on Russia’s 
intentions in 1934 were wrong, what 
are we to say of their justifications 
for going to war in 1939? Where 
now are all those small nations who 
were to be released from the strangle- 
hold of the German barter system 
which robbed the peasants of their 
produce and only gave aspirins and 
mouth-organs in return? Where now 
those spiritual and cultural advant- 
ages which were to flow through the 
liberated lands as the result of each 
man having the right to put a X 
opposite the name of the politician of 
his choice? Victory or Death has 
become Victory and Death. 


For ten years we had been per- 
suaded to believe that Hitler alone 
barred the way to peace and _ pros- 
perity. With him out of the way, a 
new era for mankind was to be 
opened up. Alas, Peace News reports 
Mr. Kingsley Martin asgsaying: “It 
is pretty obvious that everything is 
wrong in Europe.” The gloom is not 
relieved in any way by the knowledge 
that from 1934 until 1945 the Labour 
Party policy was also the policy of 
the New Statesman. If everything is 
wrong in Europe now it is surely 
evidence that our judgment was 
wrong. 


Why so often wrong ? 


UR statesmen were so often wrong 
because they had forgotten the 
meaning of good government. Mr. 
Cobden believed that the best way to 
ensure the chicken for the pot was 


SIMPLE 2 


BUP Questionnaire: “ What 
can the man in the street do 
about war?” 

G.B.S.: “ He can threaten con- 
scientious objection. That is all.” 

—G.B.S., reported in The 
People, June 15. 


to take the peasant from the field, in- 
crease our exports, and import the 
chicken. Mr. Cobden called it free 
and unrestricted competition. States- 
men now call it multilateral trading. 
But in those hundred years the wheel 
has come full circle. In 1847 London 
was lending money to foreign nations 
to enable them to buy British goods. 
America now fills the role of the 
world’s money lender. All nations 
are to be made efficient in production 
so that they can begin once again to 
compete with each other. The un- 
restricted competition of 1847-1947 
did not bring peace, as promised. 
Nor will the new competitive era just 
beginning. We must return to that 
old conception of Government which 
regarded a chicken in the pot as be- 
ing a masterpiece of achievement. 


But no side in the House gives us 
hope that there will be a_ simple 
approach to the problems facing the 
common people of all lands. All the 
evidence of history indicates that the 
only known method of ending tension 
between nations is that of war. If 
there was a case for a righteous war 
against Germany in 1914 and 1939, 
the same case can be made for war 
against Russia. 
beg statesmen to ask themselves the 
question: What problem was solved 
by two world wars and what problem 
could be solved by the next one? 
Next time Mr. Bevin meets M. 


Molotov the only item on the agenda | 


should be: “ The simplest method of 
assuring that every peasant can have 
a chicken in his pot.” 


Next week’s commentator: 
LLEWELLYN CHANTER 


Meantime we would | 


[national understanding, 


HOLIDAYS 


AVE you been away? Per- 

haps you have still to go 
—the Lakes, Scotland; Norway | 
and France even! But there | 
will be no holidays this year, or 
next year, or any year, for most | 
of the families known to Paci- 
fist Service Units. 


A family of seven—father, mother | 


and five children—had one bed; their 
crockery consisted of two cups, two 
large plates, : 
spoons, The total equipment of another 
family of five, father, mother and 
three children—-was one table, a 
braxen couch, two single beds, three 
cup, three plates and two pans. | The 
children sutter most. There is Jimmy 
aged six. He has three sisters and 
two brothers. All are thin, under- 
nourished, apathetic. His eldest 
brother, aged fifteen, is very back- 
ward and attends a Special School. 
His father a merchant seaman de- 
serted ship and wife and children 
over three years ago. The family are | 
dependant on relief of 32s. a week 
from the Public Assistance Commit- 


one knife and three | 


tee, by whom they were referred to 
the Unit for help, and 25s. a week 
Family Allowances. What can be 
the future of children brought up 
under such conditions? tt 
But there can be holidays for this 
child, and for many others like him if 
you wish. Many people could take a 
child into their own home for a week 
or two or persuade a friend or rela- 
tive to do so. Not only would it bea 
good piece of service in itself but 
often a really constructive step in the 
rehabilitation of the family. This 1s | 
what a mother of two boys aged 9 
and 10 years, who has no domestic 
help herself, wrote to PSU about a 
little girl she had for a fortnight:— 

“Maureen is a charming little girl and 
we thoroughly enjoyed having her. Her 
behaviour and willingness to help were ex- 
cellent throughout. What | found so grati- 
fying was that she seemed to notice and 
learn such ao lot without a word from us. 
She showed a real interest in country Ife, 
farm animals ang the fruit and vegetables 
growing in the garden. She came in for 
some teasing from the boys (any gir) would) 
but she could take it—again very gratify- 
ing. She obviously appreciated having a 
bedroom to herself and kept it very tidy— 
the part that thrilled her most was a bed- 
side tuble with o reading lamp and story 
hooks. ‘There is so much I could say—l 
hope the points I mentioned will give you | 
an iden of how thingy went.” 

Another host wrote:— 

“IT think Sammy has enjoyed his stay 
with us and I may say that he has caused 
us very little trouble. He has been very 
obedient and we shall miss him when he 
returns. By little bits that Sammy has 
said, one can‘ imagine what kind of home 
he has. We feel very sorry for him.” 2 
Can you help in this way? It is 

easier than you think and infinitely 
worth while. If you can, write to:— 
56, Grove Street, Liverpool, 7., or 
86, Rusholme Rd., Manchester, 13. 


PoW’s gift after 
special matinee 


SEQUEL to the special matinee 
performance of Hamlet which 
the Colchester Repertory Players gave 
to PoWs from a local camp (Peace 
News Mar. 28), was reported in the 


East Anglian Times of 
June 19. 

Aided by sketches made during the 
performance and _ subsequently by 
photographs, one of the prisoners was 
able to complete an excellent picture 
of one of the scenes. On June 17 he 
presented it to Mr. Robert Digby, the 
company’s director of production. 

“Tt is intended,” says the report, 
“that the painting shall hang over 
the foyer at the Albert Hall, Col- 
chester, and later a metal plaque is 
to be affixed, commemorating the 
occasion. 

“Mr. Digby, in his acknowledg- 
ment, said he was a great believer in 
the improved relations which drama 
could bring about among the nations. 
If they could try to understand each 
other, through the drama, he was 
sure they were doing something very 
worth while, and he, for his part, 
would see that the Company did as 
much as possible to increase inter- 
because he 
felt it their duty as citizens.” 


Daily 


Peace News is open for the expreasion of 
al] points of view relevant to pacifism. 
Artictes in it. whether signed or unsigned. 
do not neiessarily represent the poliiy of the 
Peace Pledge Union, of which {t is the weekly 
organ. Nor does the acceptance of advertise 
ments imply any endosement of, or PPU 
connexion with, the matter advertised. 


—UNEXPECTED —— 
SUPPORT 


“Thanks to the Ministry of 
Works we were allotted German 
prisoner-of-war labour, a torce of 
which was steadily built up and 
they still today represent fifty 
per cent. of the total of our em- 
ployees. A considerable number of 
these are unskilled and lack the 
will to work. Many seek early 
repatriation and fear their chances 
will be diminished if good work 
here makes them useful. The de- 
mand for the repatriation, as soon 
as practical, of German prisoners 
is a rightful demand. It is just the 
fortunes of war that have landed 
them here. Their* comrades who 
fought against us and were not 
captured are free. How can they 
be expected to work for a bare 
pittance and give the same result 
as British workers earning many 
pounds a week and enjoying an 
meentive to procure more produc- 
tion. It is just not reasonable. 
Fairer treatment would have sent 
them home contented and sym- 
pathetic to the methods employed 
by British industry, whereas many 
will return discontented and criti- 
cal. A great opportunity has been 
lost for these men to make known 
on their réturn home the spirit of 
British freedom and fair play.” 


Chairman Sir Malcolm Stewart, 
Bt. C.B.E., Hon. LL.D., D.L. 
at the Forty-seventh Ordinary 
General Meeting of the Lon- 
don Brick Company Ltd. (The 
Times, June 21). 


»¥ 


“German women are coming to 
Britain for a six weeks’ course of 
‘political re-education.’ 

“With them in the classroom 
will be German prisoners of war, 
still working for Britain two years 
after the end of hostilities. Will 
the women be impressed by talk of 
justice, free.om and the rule of 
law? 

“ Scarcely—until these men are 
sent home. 

“ Britain's greatness will never 
be rebuilt by slave labour.” 

—Editerial, Daily Express, 
June 23. 


“G.l.s’? AID FOR CO.s 


AT the Yale Divinity School this 
. year there are approximately 
100 ex-Service men, writes Jerome 
Davis of the Connecticut State Jail 
Commission, in the Christian Century. 


These men stu’ ying in the religious 
field are beneficiaries of the G.I. Bill 
of Rights and are receiving monthly 
stipends from the United States 
Government. At the same time there 
are ten conscientious objectors in the 
divinity school who, of course, receive 
nothing from the Federal Government 
while they are studying, and did not 
even receive any compensation while 
they were in the Civilian Public Ser- 
vice camps. Recently the former 
Service men organised to contribute 
nart of their stipend to the conscien- 
tious objectors. The average dona- 
tion is five dollars a month per 
person. In view of the large number 
of ex-Service men in contrast to the 
few conscientious objectors, this 
Cae a substantial fund for the 

-O.s, 


CATARRH 


quis commonest of all disease con- 

ditions amongst civilised peoples, 
greatly impairs mental efficiency, lowers 
resistance to infection, and generally 
debilitates its innumerable victims. The 
true remedy is to de-toxicatethesystem, 
restore the clean bloodstream of youth, 
and then reform the diet and. other 
habits of living. 

Garlic—a prescription with 5000 
years of history—is a most powerful 
disinfecting agent ; and greatly helps in 
neutralising and liquifying catarrh. 

Send stamps 5d. for two 20-page 
booklets about Garlic in its modern 
deodorised forms which impart no taint 
whatever to the breath or person 


Allysol Company, Fairlight, Sussex 


